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¥V. The Abftralt of two Letters fent fonme tive
fince by Mr. Anth. Van. Leeuwenhoeek o
Dr. Gale' and Dr. Hooke.

HAving examined the Zeficles of a Rat, and the Li-
quor prefs'd out of the-Seminal Veflels thereof, I

found a great number of Amalcules long and ferpent-.

like, as 1s reprefented Fig. 4. which fhews one of them
dead. The Liquor it felf in which they floated was
tranfparent and oyly, full of irregular Parts, befides the
Amalecules,fome whereof lay turned up round, and {eem-
ed not to be full grown or living ; and I conceived the
irregular Particles were the Beginnings or Rudiments of
thete Awimalcules which were generated in the Thred-
like Vefiels of the 7efficles. 1 {uppofe the manner of
their Generation differs from that of the Eels I have for-
merly obferved in Vinegar, which carry their Young
in their Body, whereas I believe thefe are produced
from an Egg. And poflibly they may have their begin-
ning with the Generation of the Animal, and come to
perfection together with it, remaining in the Seed in
the Zesticles in Fier:, till the Animal it felf is fit for
Copulation ; asin Man: till about Fourteen Years, and
then firft have Life and Perfection.

‘The particular Coat of thele Zhred-like Peffels is ex-
ceeding thin; and. the Amalcules therein contained fo
very minute,chat 10000 of them equal not one Zhred ;
whence may be computed the valt number cne Zeficle
is capable of containing. Thele Threds are more con-
Ipicuous in the Tefticleof a Rar than any Animal.

Endeavouring to examine the Seed of Mufcles in
March when they fpawn, I was fomewhat prevented ;
only in the Liquor contained in their Shells, I found
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‘many finall living Animals; and the Mu/cle it {elf had
two thin Films, confifting of long flender Threds, with
little knobby parts thereon, fomething like the Beards
or Fins of Oyffers, but were more eaflily feparable from
the Fith: Thele Strings were thick befet with Hairs
continually moving ; and through the Zhreds them-
{elves I faw a great number of {mall Animals.

In the Liquor in Oysfers 1 found feveral forts of
Amalcales, but in their Beards or Gills none, poflibly
becaufe the OysZers were dead.

Examining the Sap that bleeds from Fines, I found
therein feveral Amalcules of different fizes, fuch asi
had formerly obferved in Water.  And I {uppole that
the Sun may have raifed the very {mall Eggs of thefe
Amalcules, and let them fall in Dew or Raia on the out-
fides of Vines which ftopt by the Leathers that faften
them to the Wall, are there hatcl’d and carried down
with the trickling Sap,which I am confirmed in, by rea-
fon after Rain I found of thefe dmalcales in the Water {o
ftopt by the Leathers; and at other tumes [ have found
no Amalcules in the Sap of Vines.

I have {ometimes found in this Sap an Aurelia, fuch
as Fig.s. but a Million of times {maller than a courfe
Sand.  Some of thefe I brought home, but thofe inthe
Air dried up to nothing, and fome that I kept in Water

were loft.

V. Some Oblervations in the Difleftion of a
Ratt, communicated by Mr. R, W. S.R.S.

T~HE Fore-Feet of a Rat refemble thofe of the Ca-
#  Stor. The Huir is allo fome Fine, fome Courfe;

asin that Animal. 'The Tail fcaly, with Hairs between
every
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